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Update from the Chair
Hi Everyone, 
Unfortunately summer 2020 has not turned 
out as everyone hoped it would be. Campus 
has been running for over 50 years, providing 
a holiday to hundreds of children. It was with 
great sadness the Executive Committee had 
to cancel any form of projects this summer. 
Please know the decision was not taken light-
ly, but the safety and wellbeing of the children 
and families we support, as well as our fantas-
tic volunteers was our priority. 
 
We have had many discussions as to how 
Campus can adapt to the ever changing situa-
tion and also plan for the future. We are acutely 
aware of the respite many of our families des-
perately need, and so I was extremely proud 
that as a group we were able to put together 
and distribute activity boxes for each child - a 
mammoth effort from our volunteers! See below 
for more information and photos! We are also 
hoping to run some form of Winter Project later 
this year, but again will listen carefully to the 
advice and research from the government and 
SAGE. 

 Many charities and businesses across the 
country have seen the effect of the pandemic, 
and we have provided an update in this news-
letter on Campus’ current financial position. 
We are continually reviewing and updating our 
fundraising plan, including our overall financial 
strategy to attempt to reduce the long term 
impacts.
 
If you’ve been missing your campus fix, we’ve 
included some 2019 campus memories from 
volunteer Pippa Quincey! Pippa bravel shaved 
her hair earlier this year to raise over £2,000 for 
Campus!
 
Thank you from everyone at campus for your 
ongoing support and generosity, we know it’s 
been a difficult time for everyone.
Helen Petty 
~ Chair (2018-2020)
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CAMPUS News
Remembering Owain Bristow

It is with great sadness that I have to inform 
you of the death of our friend, and fellow vol-

unteer Owain Bristow, lost his life on 21st Au-
gust 2020, while climbing at Bullers of Buchan.
 Owain was a much loved, passionate, and 
hardworking volunteer who will be sadly 
missed. Owain joined campus in 2004 and has 
volunteered ever since, holding several roles, 
from group leading, to most recently domes-
ticating. It is safe to say Campus was a huge 
part of his life, this summer becoming our long-
est serving volunteer. 
 
Many of you may remember Owain from your 
time with Campus, we are collecting memories 
and photographs to share with his family and 
fellow volunteers. If you would like to share any 
memories, please contact helen.petty@cam-
pusholidays.org.uk or chair@campusholidays.
org.uk. We acknowledge this will be a difficult 
time for his family, close friends, and many of 
you who knew him. 
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What advice would you give to anyone think-
ing of volunteering?

Get plenty of sleep before going and enjoy 
yourself- if you’re having a good time, the 
kids will have a good time.

What keeps you coming back each summer?

The desire to do something that helps 
to make people happy for 1/52th of their 
year, the excellent camaraderie between 
helpers: old, young, new and experienced, 
and the challenge of fine tuning the effi-
ciency of domestic operations, and, obvi-
ously, the change to catch up with all the 
summer’s best pop music...

How did you get involved with Campus?

I was looking for an activity to help out 
during my first long vacation that would 
give me more experience working with 
children (I planned to become a teach fol-
lowing my degree)

In honour of Owain’s memory and his ser-
vice as a volunteer we’ve included an ex-

cerpt below from our 2019 November News-
letter in which Owain reflected on his time 
volunteering with Campus. 

Of all the things you have on or for Campus, 
what are you proudest of?

Of my first tent night: getting a campfire 
started with limited kindling, dissuading 
the older boys from putting it out and then 
hearing them say later (mid marshmallow 
toasting) how glad they were that we had 
one-  it was a great night under the stars.

Why do you think people should support 
Campus?

You’re contributing to something that im-
proves the wellbeing of children and their 
families -  it’s one of many pieces in the 
jigsaw of making the world a better place.

Helen Petty 
~ Chair (2018-2020)
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Fundraising + 
Finance Update
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2020 has been a tough year with hits to income 
for many individuals, businesses and charities 

across the world. We want to thank all our donors 
for continuing to support us during this time. Reg-
ular donations have provided Campus with some 
stability during this difficult time for small charities.

We wanted to provide some clarity and reassurance 
to all donors and volunteers that Campus’ finan-
cial position is stable at this time.  As an entirely 
volunteer run charity, with 30,000 hours of time 
volunteered each year and no premises, Campus’ 
overheads are much lower than many other small 
charities. Furthermore our spending this year has 
been low given the cancellation of physical projects 
and we are grateful for the small number of trusts 
and grants bodies who have awarded us funding 
his year, and have been flexible in allowing us to re-
direct funds into the activity box project or to future 
projects. 
  
Looking back at the impact of the 2008 financial 
crisis on Campus’ income, we are preparing for 
the possibility that our fundraising income will be 
significantly impacted over the next few years as 
historically low interest rates and the looming re-
cession take their toll. With this in mind the EC are 
actively updating our financial planning, investment 
and fundraising strategy to ensure that Campus can 
continue offering our support and respite holidays 
to the children and families of Merseyside in future 
years. 

Anita Magee
~ Fundraising Officer (2019-2020)

After much discussion amongst the EC and with 
volunteers, we’ve decided it time for an update 

to the campus logo!

We know that Campus and our logo carries lots of 
meaning and memories for our volunteers past and 
present but also for our campus children and their 
families! 

CAMPUS Logo

2019 CAMPUS Memories 
with volunteer 
Pippa Quincey
I think 2019 was probably up there with the best 
Campus summer of the 6 I’ve had. It included my 
first ever A&E visit, as a middle girl asked if I would 
go with her to it, which was strangely heart-warm-
ing. We then spent the 4 hours’ wait in A&E with 
her showing me WWE clips and explaining all the 
backstories.  

Drop-off was also a strange highlight where Sudhir 
and I slowly lost our minds as the kids kicked off 
throughout the 4 hour journey back. We’d kept 
one child back to drop off right at the end as he 
was a joy, and he got very quiet as we got closer 
to his house, then immediately burst into tears and 
hugged us as he got off the bus - his mum said he’d 
‘never been like that before’ and must have really 
enjoyed his first week at Campus.  We also found 
out on the last day that a new younger girl had 
thought my name was “Kipper” the whole week - ex-
cellent!
 
This was also the first year I braved trying a week 
of Hippo on top of a week of Res, and it was a great 
time. I was looking forward to seeing how small 6 
year old Scousers could be, and I was not disap-
pointed. Not to mention their amazing chat: “what’s 
your favourite McFlurry flavour?” “....garlic mayo”. 
 
To watch Pippa’s amazing shaving trans-
formation which raised over £2,000 for 
Campus, see here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HZ5i-
YqsIl30&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=I-
wAR1THl5UbBTtdOeh9B7UDkgWWRcY-
3wfs3r_ETMSYHBMSnsSPZvJ4Akh221g 

We wanted to ensure that our children have an 
input into the logo design and so we’ve included a 
competition in this summer’s activity packs to help 
us with creating the new logo! The best ones will 
then be incorporated into the final design and we’ll 
announce it in future newsletters. 
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Activity Packs

A week of campus is a very important part of the 
year for so many of the children. Our volunteers 

were aware that children would be very disappoint-
ed about Campus being cancelled and we wanted 
to make sure they knew that Campus still cares 
about them, even if we can’t see them this summer. 
The EC therefore decided we should put together 
activity packs for each of the children. These in-
cluded craft equipment, books, simple recipes, toys 
and other age appropriate activities. This included a 
donation of over 200 brand new books from author 
Joanna Skipwith and the EC would like to say a 
huge thank you to Joanna, our regular donors and 
volunteers who made these possible!  We are also 
supporting these with YouTube videos made by our 
volunteers showing how to do the crafts or follow 
the recipe. We hope that these activity packs, as 
well as giving the children something to do over the 
summer, will help them still feel connected to Cam-
pus and our volunteers.  

We’ve had feedback by email and phone from a 
small number of children and their parents/carers.

“Ben* said thank you for his box of 
goodies.”

“The kids love the boxes, thank you 
Campus!”

“Thank you for the box, it helped keep 
Helen* entertained, even if just for a short 
period”

*not real names 

Zoe Bunce
~ EC Member and long-term volunteer

The EC would like to say a big thank you to Zoe 
Bunce for her hard work in coordinating this effort!


